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late had a great tendency to le faux brillant, le ra~ finement, et Tentortillement. And Lord Roscommon would be more in the right now than he was then, in saying, that
The English bullion of one sterling line,
Drawn to French wire, would through whole pages ahine.
Lose no time, my dear child, I conjure you, in forming your taste, your manners, your mind, your everything: you have but two years' time to do it in; for whatever you are, to a certain degree, at twenty, you will be, more or less, all the rest of your life. May it be a long and happy one. Adieu I
London, February 22, 0 8.1750.
MY DEAR FRIEND,
IF the Italian of your letter to Lady Chesterfield was all your own, I am very well satisfied with the progress which you have made in that language in so short a time; according to that gradation you will, in a very little time more, be master of it. Except at the French Ambassador's, I believe you hear only Italian spoken, for the Italians speak very little French, and that little generally very ill. The French are even with them, and generally speak Italian as ill; for I never knew a Frenchman in my life who could pronounce the Italian ce d, or ge gi. Your desire of pleasing the Eoman ladies will of course give you not only the desire, but the means of speaking to them elegantly in their own language. The Princess Borghese, I am told, speaks French both ill